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INTERVIEWEE: BERNICE MAYFIELD 

INTERVIWER: MADISON HOMAN 

 
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Okay good afternoon my name is Madison Homan and I’m here 
with Ms. Bernice Mayfield class of 1954 for the William Penn Project.  It is Friday March 
27, 2015.  So, could you just tell me a little bit about your childhood, and your 
experience growing up? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD : Well I’ve lived here in High Point all of my, life.  I went to 
Leonard Street School, which is now closed, and then William Penn, and graduated and 
went on to Winston-Salem State University.  
 
MADISON HOMAN: Leonard School was it that you said?  Was that? Did you go there 
for middle school as well? Or did you go… 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  William Penn had three buildings, they had junior high.  We 
called it junior high, not middle school, that’s a new term for now.  Junior high they 
called it, and high school was joined together.  All of William Penn, there were three 
buildings but we all went to all three of the building because that’s where the classes 
were located. But yes, William Penn for junior high and high school.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Growing up did you, I know there has been some talk in other 
interviews about where you lived in the community and how that mattered, did you, 
where did you grow up? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  I grew up on Hay Street with both parents, a sister, and an 
adopted brother.  I call him my brother, ‘cause we raised him.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Are you the oldest? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  He is not the oldest, he is the baby.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  He is the baby.  Are you the oldest? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  No.  I have an older sister, who lives in California. Matter of fact 
she called me the other day, but I wasn’t able to answer.  But we all lived there until my 
parents transferred or moved to Gordon Street.  My sister went, when she graduated 
from William Penn she went to college at Pepperdine in California. My brother, uh, went 
to Fayetteville State when he got old enough.  Then he, and I went to Winston-Salem 
State.  Well I went to Pepperdine for a year, and transferred back home.  Got home 
sick, so I’d never been that far before. 
 
MADISON HOMAN:  I know the feeling (laughter). 
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BERNICE MAYFIELD:  And so I came back, and enrolled at Winston-Salem State.  It 
was not a university then.  Not way back there.  It was Winston-Salem State and 
graduated from there.   
 
MADISON HOMAN: Tell me a little bit about your experience at William Penn, did you 
enjoy it? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  William Penn, this was during the segregation period.  Um, so 
you didn’t have a mixture of people at William Penn, but it was enjoyable, and I walked 
to school everyday.  William Penn was very enjoyable I remember most of my teachers, 
matter of fact I’ve kept a record, and my mother kept my report cards from elementary 
through high school, and even through college.  She kept my academic records, report 
cards from William Penn, but I enjoyed many activities at William Penn. I wasn’t 
academically gifted but I did well because I inducted into the Crown and Scepter Club 
and the National Honor Society.  I was also a member of the chorus, and the probably 
of the home ec.department, and had very good rapport with my classmates and 
teachers.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Do you have, you said you enjoyed your teachers very much, did 
you have a teacher that really made an impact on you that you just remember? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  I remember all of ‘em, from, see when I left Leonard Street 
School I went directly to William Penn. Leonard Street School only went through the 
sixth grade.  So when you graduated from the elementary Leonard Street and you went 
to William Penn, you went to the seventh grade, so William Penn was the seventh 
through the twelfth grade.  So my first teacher there in the seventh grade was Miss 
Carter.  I remember her very well. She left me in charge of the class sometimes, which, 
(laughter) it was enjoyable.  Let’s see that’s seventh.  Oh. Mr. Garner was the eighth. 
But then when you got to the ninth grade, was Mr. Garner the eighth? Or…  I had Mr. 
Mosley anyway.  Whenever (pauses) you got to a certain grade out of junior high, we 
called it junior high, you went to classes, you had different teachers.  I only had Ms. 
Carter in the seventh grade, but with the other teachers when you left the junior high, 
and started into high school you went to different classes, you had different teachers.  
So, it was, I’m, I just, remember certain things about them not everything not at my age, 
but anyway (laughter).   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  You said you were involved in the chorus, what was that like? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  Oh! That was wonderful.  Miss Brown, she’s deceased now, she 
was the director, and we  participated in the Messiah, and did other performances.  We 
even joined, on one occasion, with High Point Central to do a combined performance 
with the band -- did they have the symphony group there?-- and the chorus, and it was, 
it was good.  Ms. Brown was very good.   
 
MADISON HOMAN: That was, how did that work?  How did combining with High Point 
Central work?  Were people very open to it? 
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BERNICE MAYFIELD:  Well it worked. It worked fine. It wasn’t during the integration 
period, it was during the segregation period, and we did different things. On that 
occasion we combined, not their chorus, because it was just our chorus with their 
symphony group or something we combined that, they didn’t sing the Messiah with us.  
But we got along fine.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Were you involved in any other after school activities or clubs? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  Homemakers, what is it?  Homemakers (pauses) no, I don’t 
remember being a part of it. We didn’t have all that different kind of clubs that you could 
join, or be a part of. We always, I always strived to be a (inaudible), see the Crown and 
Scepter Club and the National Honor Society was something to be a part of, and I had 
the pictures of being inducted into, we had a auditorium program, and we were inducted 
into those organizations and that was something to be proud of because that was 
academic. I don’t recall being a part of anything else other than Homemakers of 
America, New Homemakers of America, NHA, the Crown and Scepter Club, the 
National Honor Society, the chorus, and we didn’t have that many organizations during 
that time to be a part of. Guys were in shop, they learned how to build things and make 
things, and girls were with the homemakers, you learned how to cook and sew and all of 
that kind of thing. But you didn’t take it every year, you took uh, certain times of the 
year. Took the course. 
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Did you have a group of friends that you were really close with, or 
um, things that you guys would get into on the weekends or after school? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD: (laughter) Oh. Now, my dad was very strict. Very strict.  As far as 
(laughter) getting into something on the weekend, you didn’t get into anything (laughter) 
on the weekend, not with my dad. I did have a circle of friends in school.  Shirley Wylie, 
uh we went all the way through high school and college together. I had Robert Brown, 
who is my classmate from 1954 and you all have probably interviewed him, but he has 
scholarship out there for someone at uh that goes into some field, but I graduated with 
him.  He went on to become a celebrity almost because he was an aide to former 
President Nixon, and (pause) he was very successful in his business that he ventured 
into. Now I went to school with him, and his wife. She was Sally Brown, she wasn’t Sally 
Brown then, they were going together at that time. Sally Walker, but Shirley Wiley was 
my friend, close friend, and um we sorta hung together, and then there were others like 
let’s see I can’t (mumbles) Roxaner (?) and Betty Bynum. Uh there was a little group of 
us that sorta kept up with each other.  But as far as hanging on the weekend (laughter) 
Daddy said no. So.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Now I know you’ve mentioned, and we all know, you went to 
William Penn during the segregation period.  What was it like being at William Penn, or 
just in High Point in general during this time period? 
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BERNICE MAYFIELD:  Well… High Point was, let’s see Dr. Elton Cox marched, I didn’t 
participate in marches. It wasn’t that I didn’t agree with their plight, it was just I didn’t 
participate.  And their sit-ins, I didn’t do that. But during that period it was (pauses) I 
didn’t focus on that too much, I really didn’t.  Although, it was there, and I don’t think 
High Point, they complied with a lot of things after things were integrated. Before, I’m in 
high school, I’m at William Penn, I’m enjoying my friends, so it didn’t matter. At that 
time, it wasn’t a big issue.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  As far as William Penn, enjoying your experience, I understand, 
but were there moments that it did kind of hit you, as far as being separate but equal, 
yet not equal at times. 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  Yeah. I paid attention to those kinds of things because when I 
became older, and went off to college I was engaged in a lot of things, andgraduated 
from college.  I participated in other things that (sighs) we talked about and I supported 
in regards to being separate but equal, and that just wasn’t true.  It wasn’t, we were 
separate, but we were not equal. Central would get a lot of things.  We would get 
Central’s books, I do remember that.  We got the used books, they got the new books. 
 
MADISON HOMAN:  We’ve heard a lot about that.  
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD: Mmm hmmm.  Oh yes, everything that we had gotten came from 
Central.  They got new, we got old.  We got what they had.  Mmm hmmm. 
 
MADISON HOMAN: Well also, since you went to school so close by, what was your 
experience like in college um, after graduating William Penn.? Did you kind of run into 
these same things, with like textbooks or did you enjoy your experience as much as you 
did at William Penn? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  I did, at, when was that? It’s the Ram, that’s my yearbook from 
Winston-Salem State.  I was part of a sorority that I affiliated with, Delta Sigma Theta 
sorority.  When I transferred from Pepperdine, in California, when I graduated I went 
straight to Pepperdine, okay.  Wanted to come home, and so my parents allowed me to 
come home.  And I didn’t want to go back, uh, although, I had a sister out there. I didn’t 
want to go back, so she got married, and so she didn’t, well she got married, she was… 
I don’t guess she had time for me.  But, anyway, I lived on campus at Pepperdine, and 
then I, when I, when my parents let me come home, which they told me, I can’t keep 
letting you go back and forth, it cost too much for us to keep sending you back and 
forth, so when I came home from Pepperdine I stayed and enrolled at Winston-Salem 
state.  I didn’t live on campus, I stayed home and commuted to Winston-Salem State 
everyday, until I graduated.  So that was… 
 
MADISON HOMAN:  So you were still in High Point with everything going on and sit-ins 
and marches like you said, what was it like not being a part of it?  I know you stated why 
you didn’t want to be apart necessarily join in, but what were your thoughts kind of like 
observing the community do this? 
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BERNICE MAYFIELD:  Um. (Pauses)  I was not pleased with the situations at the time.  
I supported them, not with marches, ‘cause I wasn’t as brave as some people were. So 
(laughter) I wasn’t that brave.  So (laughter) if I could support them in any other way 
financially or other kind of ways that I could do something for them and anything, that’s 
fine, but not a march.  Or not a sit-in.  And I applauded those that had that kind of 
bravery, that was brave enough to do that.  I don’t think anybody, as you watch on T.V. 
with the dogs and the water hoses on ‘em, they didn’t do that here. I just didn’t, it wasn’t 
that I did not support the cause, it wasn’t that I didn’t agree with the cause.  I did, but 
there are some folks who do what they do, and the others who do what they do.  So, I 
just… (laughter) 
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Were any of your friends directly involved? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  Was that Mary Blakeney, she was a part of all of that, and she 
went to William Penn, matter of fact.  She was one that went to the first sit-in here, in 
High Point.  But I don’t even recall any of my immediate classmates, they may have, but 
I don’t recall them, participating.  They may have, I can’t say they did or they didn’t.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Are there any, from your time at William Penn, or just living in High 
Point, is there any distinct memory, or day that you have that just really stood out to 
you?   
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD: (Laughs) Well, I had a lot of memories of from my principal, Mr. 
Burford, he was something else, but he was… 
 
MADISON HOMAN:  We’ve heard a lot of good things about him. 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  Yeah, he was very strict. Mr. Burford was, but he was fair.  He 
was fair. There was a store right next to William Penn, and many of us, or them, ‘cause I 
don’t think I ever, I was a scaredy cat, slipped off to the store to get, just to purchase 
some chips or whatever from the store.  You weren’t supposed to go off campus, but 
they did. I do recall those, several things stand out in my mind. There was a time that I 
remember Mr. … I remember Unc Camel (??) he was my chemistry teacher. He was 
very handsome. You know that time when you're in high school you get a crush on a 
teacher? (laughter) 
 
MADISON HOMAN: Yup (laughter) 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  But, yeah, but he (laughter) was very handsome, and most of us 
wanted to be in his chemistry class. But I had quite an experience, and I didn’t know a 
thing about chemistry, really it was a hard subject for me, chemistry, but I made it 
through.  And then there was Mr. Mosley, I remember him very well.  I was in the eighth 
grade, and one of the teachers I remember most, or probably impacted me a lot, two of 
those teachers in high school.  Mr. Yokeley he’s deceased.  He became a principal, but 
at the time he was a teacher, and I was in the eleventh grade I think with him.  And I 
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was in the twelfth grade with Miss Wilson, she’s deceased.  And I remember taking,  
what is it, geometry and all that stuff that I didn’t like.  I loved the language arts, but I 
didn’t care for that geometry and trigonometry and all that stuff.  I like that, I loved the 
language arts (clears throat), I guess that’s why I went into teaching. It was one of the 
reasons, but not the reason, but one of the reasons. Miss Wilson, was, you took latin, 
see, you, they didn’t have you take Spanish, and French. Latin as the course that you 
took.  So we took Latin (clears throat), and um, I remember her distinctly.  Mr.  Yokeley, 
Miss. … oh, Miss Eckles.  She was so hard in that math class.  She taught in a way 
that, you get it, if you didn’t get it while she was talking to you about it that’s just too bad, 
you didn’t get it.  She was rough, and she didn’t, once she went through it one time, she 
didn’t go back over it again.  And if you didn’t get it while she was going through it you 
just didn’t get it.  You just sat, you had to get with a classmate and say did you 
understand what she was saying. I did not like math.  Not that kind.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  I have to agree.  I have to agree I’m not a math person either. 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  (laughter) But those teachers stand out.  Miss Wilson, uh, Mr. 
Yokeley, Aunt Camel, my chorus teacher, Ms. Brown, Mr. Mosley, Mr. Garner.  I had 
him in the ninth grade I think it was.  He was so quiet, and so timid acting, and kids just 
(laughter) acted up with him.  But I see it in a vision of mine, but he was not one that 
stood out when I was in high school, or stood out with me.  But those that I mentioned 
did.  Miss Eckles didn’t stand out either.  Now Miss Cobb, her dad was something over, 
her dad was a principal, or something, but anyway.  Their house was on the campus of 
William Penn, and she was a Cobb and she married one of my (laughter) teachers, Mr. 
Hughes.  So she became Miss Hughes.  And she was big and tall.  Big tall lady.  And I 
remember her because she talked rough, but she was not that rough with you.  She 
talked very stern, but she was memorable too.  Um, she was much bigger than her 
husband, Mr. Hughes (laughter) but, (more laughter) anyway.  I enjoyed it, I enjoyed 
that time there.  My circle of friends that would go out on the weekends and they'd come 
in talking about what they did and how they with so and so, and I’d listen but I couldn’t 
go ‘cause dad said no. And so….. 
 
MADISON HOMAN: Excuse me.  What were your weekends like then? 
 
 
BERNICE MAYFILED: (chuckles to self) Okay… let me see if I can think what my 
weekend was like, I tell you the truth.  Okay.  My parents were not what you called, they 
were not highly educated parents.  My dad finished high school, but my mom didn’t, but 
she was very resourceful.  And I imagined I learned that from her, but as far as our 
weekends, our weekends were, I just remember being taken to church a lot.  We grew 
up in the church, and church activities and those kinds of things and whatever, going to 
youth conferences and that type of things. And whatever things the church had, we, 
participated in it. I really don’t know… Oh, I know what we would do sometimes, 
Washington Terrace.  I don’t know you heard of Washington Terrace Park?  It’s right 
over there.  They had (pauses), you could go over there on the weekend, and upstairs 
they would have music and you could dance, and in the summer they had a swimming 
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pool, you could go swimming and… I would go over to the park, my sister and I.  
Couldn’t go alone, so you had to go together. So we went over to Washington Terrace 
Park, and that was a hangout, for us. Wasn’t too many places you could go because of 
segregation, and we would hang out at the park.  Washington Terrace Park was what 
we did.  Upstairs, dancing and they sold popcorn, they sold soda pops and stuff, and 
that kind of thing, and that happened all through the summer.  And (pauses) and I was 
not allowed to court until I was a certain age so (laughter)… My dad says no, until you 
get a certain age you won’t be allowed to.  Which it’s much different now, but thats the 
way my dad was and I didn’t suffer from it (laughter). I thought I did (laughter) at the 
time.  Why?  My, oh, my dad was very strict I couldn’t even walk with a boy. (laughs) 
And we walked to school, but I couldn’t walk with a boy, and I was walking with, (laughs)  
you know you do some things that you’re not allowed to do (laughter).  And I did.  I 
walked with a boy.  So, and that’s where I met my husband, in high school. I married 
him and we had two boys. He’s now deceased though, and so is one of my boys.  So… 
 
MADISON HOMAN:  I’m sorry to hear that.  Your family, how did your family feel being 
in High Point during the time of segregation? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  They felt, I guess they felt alright.  Never talked with them about 
how they felt about it…  I guess, well they didn’t talk to me, my sister and I, and Hank 
was just a baby anyway.  So, the only thing he remembers about that is when he’s 
older, and my sister when she was coming, we were coming up.  I don’t know how my 
family felt about that because they didn’t voice it to us. 
 
MADISON HOMAN: You might have said it earlier, but I might not have caught it.  What 
did your parents do, what were their occupations? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  Oh, my mother worked at what is now Harris Teeter.  It used to 
be called Big Bear.  She was their deli person.  She cooked everything that they put in 
the deli place. She prepared all of that.  I remember the time when the schools would go 
out of town or something. The football team.  She had to prepare things for that, and 
she made all the cakes. Um, mother was, was a deli, she was the deli person.  She 
used to work at Big Bear.  My dad worked in a hosiery mill.  What was the name of that 
hosiery mill?  Oh gosh, I don’t know.  I’ve forgotten.  It will come to me later on.  
Whatever.  But he worked at the hosiery mill until retirement.  Mmm hmm.  
 
MADISON HOMAN: What were your brother and your sister’s experiences like?  Do you 
know? Did they ever share anything with you? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  No, not until later, well after they’d gone off to school, and…  I 
don’t, I don’t recall; we had other things to talk about.  I don’t recall us sitting down, 
Hank, my brother was too young.  So, I don’t guess he had anything to say about that 
really, coming up like that cause he was a baby, I diapered him.  While my mother 
worked, my sister would, I had to take care of Hank.  My sister took care of, we had 
chores.  We had to complete ‘em.  She had to work.  So those things had to be done 
before she came home.  And so I don’t recall even discussing.  My memory will not let 
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me remember (laughs).  Well if we did discuss it, anything about coming up like that 
with whatever the time period we were in and all of that,  all of that discussion came 
after I had graduated from college, got a job here, and then things were still going on 
like that.  The things were still segregated when I finished Winston-Salem State.  And I 
taught in an all-segregated school.  And when they first integrated  was sent to an all 
Ccaucasian school. 
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Really… 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  They sent teachers to all Caucasian schools, and transferred 
theCaucasians to all black schools.  And so that was my first experience for teaching all 
caucCasian children.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  What was that like for you? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  I enjoyed it.  I had no problem with the parents.  Matter fact 
(clears throat) the parents wanted their children transferred to my room.  They did. I had 
no problem with the parents… which was wonderful.  Matter fact I have some albums I 
kept with all my classes during that period of time.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Which school did you teach for? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD: First I taught at Parkview, right over here.  And it was (clears 
throat) African American. All blacks.  I was transferred from Parkview to Oak Hill, which 
was an all-Caucasian school.  So I have pictures of my children that I taught there, and 
some memorable experiences with them. Just memorable experiences with them. 
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Any that you’d care to share?   
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  Well.  (Clears throat) I guess I could go through my little book 
that I have of pictures of the kids, and some of ‘em come up to me today and says, Ms. 
Mayfield you still look the same.  I says oh really? I said but you don’t.  (laughter) You 
don’t.  I says, because because you in the fourth grade when I had you (laughter), and 
now you an adult with children of your own, and you don’t look the same.  And I didn’t 
even recognize them, but you remember Ms. May… No I don’t remember.  Not having 
had all of you and then all the classes I’ve had.  You expect me to remember all of that?  
No.  But there were some memorable occasions where (laughs) you had, oh how many 
principals did I have?  I had several principals.  When I went there, when they 
integrated, and I went there before they integrated my principal was Mr. Poindexter.  
He’s deceased now.  But then I had so many others that came afterward. Let’s see…. 
one, two,… yes, I’ve had, had about three after Mr. Poindexter. Then being in the 
school system.  I have all of my… I was a part of, I was the NCAE president, for the 
system here, High Point, Guilford County system here.  And I had a lot of contact with 
the superintendent.  Eddie West was the superintendent at the time, and I had plenty of 
letters thanking me for my participation and coming to the meetings he.. I’ve had several 
meetings with Dr. West.  And also I was… at the central office you go down and you, 
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I’ve had good contact with them, because being the president of the NCAE, I had to 
have contact with central office because we had certain proposals, and certain things 
that we wanted to present to them, to central office, and some of our concerns to the 
superintendent, and all of that kind of thing.  But it was (pauses)  I enjoyed it, but there 
was… now, you can tell… I’ve learned how to work with people, but you could tell when 
there was prejudice.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Mmm hmm 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  You could tell.  You could sense it.  It was just there.  You could 
make a suggestion, and another person over there could make the same suggestion.  
Yours was just passed over, and then they accept theirs, as though you haven’t said 
anything.  But, I went ahead, went on.  Certain things, I guess, I’ve learned through my 
parents, although they weren't all that educated.  Mother said, “You need to learn how 
to pick your battles.  Cause some battles are not worth fighting.”  It isn’t.  So, you learn 
how to pick your battles.  If that’s worth fighting for then you fight for it, but then there 
are some you just got to let go.   So, I learned how to do that, and that was a valuable 
thing to me.  To learn how to let go, and pick your battles.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Mmm hmm. 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD :  But… I had,  let me see if I got that.  I don’t know,  I kept ‘em 
for my children so they could have something.  I believe in a legacy, leaving a legacy to 
your kids.  And they have to keep that because, let me see, all these kids in here.  No 
that’s when I was at Leonard Street.  Oh, some of my kids are in here.  You can look 
in… 
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Thank you. 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  Mmm hmm.  And I’ll get the other one that I had all of my letters.  
I kept all of the letters from Dr. West.  
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Now while I flip through… Being a teacher and living um in High 
Point during integration, what was it like?  Did it happen kind of in the way you 
expected, or what was the process like for you? Especially being a teacher here in High 
Point.   
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  See, the first year they sent teachers, Caucasian teachers to 
black schools, black teachers to Caucasian schools.  The second year they integrated 
the kids.  And so then you had a mixture of kids, which was fine.  See I had, it’s 
something you, adjust to, and I’m thankful to God that I didn’t have any kind of run-ins 
with parents at all.  Caucasian or black.  Didn’t have any kind of run in with the parents 
of my kids.  One thing that (sighs), Mr. Yokeley was my principle from, at Parkview.  
And we used to have people from central office to come in our classrooms and observe, 
and grade you according to what you do.   
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MADISON HOMAN:  Mmm hmm. 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD:  And he said to us as teachers… be able to justify what you are 
doing.  Don’t fear what you are doing.  They may want you to do something, but 
whatever you're doing, and you're getting the results, be able to justify why you're doing 
it a certain way.  And, that carried over with me. So, when I went to Oak Hill… (laughs) 
you know you need to learn how to stay in your lane.  And, I did not, I couldn’t go there 
and frequent the lounge.  Other people did, but I knew I couldn’t.  Might have an 
adverse effect against me if I spent my time in the lounge.  I went to lunch.  Many of 
them; we could go, we didn’t have to take our kids to lunch, so they said.  As long as the 
aide was with them.  I chose to go to lunch with my kids.  I chose to stand them at the 
door when I came back from lunch, go and use the bathroom come out and go straight 
to my room.  So, there were certain things I practiced doing that I felt would be 
beneficial to me. I didn’t have any… I had one (laughter)…it’s sorta comical now but…  I 
had one run in with one of the… teachers at Oak Hill.  And it was about,the parent took 
her child out of this teacher’s room, and she wanted her in my room.  So, the bathroom 
for the girls and the boys was upstairs.  I was downstairs.  So when this child, can’t 
even remember a name, got a pass to go to the restroom.  And she came back… and 
shortly thereafter I got a note from the principal.  And the note I didn’t like.  (Laughter) 
So, because the note said, “Ms. Mayfield, if you cannot go to the restroom,” something 
about going to the restroom with my,  I didn’t have but one child  that asked to go.  And 
this teacher had sent a note to Mr. Poindexter saying that my child, the one that they 
took out of her room, was disturbing her class, cause the bathroom was next to her 
room.  She said she was disturbing her class.  Rather than coming to me and saying 
“Ms. Mayfield so and so disturbed my class, could you…” no, she sent a note to the 
principal.  And I believe in chain of command.  You follow the chain of command.  First 
you see the person, then if that doesn’t work then you take it to the principal.  But I 
went, he sent me a note, and I did not appreciate the note.  I had the teacher across the 
hall to look after my kids while I went up to speak to Mr. Poindexter.  And I did, I said to 
him, and people just love honesty, really.  I said to him, “Mr. Poindexter, I received your 
note, and I didn’t appreciate it.”  And I says I’ll tell you why, because this person, the 
teacher, did not come to me and inform me -- that’s the first time that child had gone up 
there-- that she was disturbing her room.  Had she come to me, I would’ve handled it, 
and you would not have to be involved.  Oh he apologized and everything.  So, but 
anyway, the teacher (laughter), she wouldn't speak to me anymore.  But, I’m like this, 
it’s your problem, it’s not mine.  So, you may stop speaking because every morning I’d 
come by and I said, “Good morning Miss so and so,” and go on down to my room.  So 
because of the incident, I kept speaking, I’d come, she wouldn’t open her mouth.  I said, 
“okay.”  I kept right to her, stopped right in her door and says, “Good morning Ms. so 
and so,” and then go on down to my room.  Everyday.  Until she finally started speaking 
again.  Really. Anyway those kind of, that experience there. Now there were others who 
(laughter), I told Mr. Poindexter, I said, “I can work with anybody, and I try to work 
harmoniously with anybody.”  But, that was not handled, she did not follow the chain of 
command.  Should’ve come to me first.  But, anyway, it was handled, and apologies 
made.  He did.  She didn’t so, but it didn’t matter.  
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MADISON HOMAN: Being in High Point, when you heard, or if you heard, when they 
were closing down William Penn did you have any thoughts about it? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD :  Of course. Of course. Yes.  I did not want them to close William 
Penn, and a matter of fact, I think it was the time that… cause my brother graduated in 
’68, I think that’s the last class that went to William Penn.  And I didn’t want it to close. I 
just thought they should’ve kept it open… but they said they were sending them all to 
Andrews.  The new school.  But I think to my knowledge, I don’t know whether I spoke 
to Dr. West, or to whoever the superintendent was at the time when they were talking 
about closing William Penn.  I spoke about it and many parents at meetings spoke 
about it, but eventually, it happened.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  What were your thoughts when, did you really hear much about it 
when they were trying to reopen?  And that process? 
 
BERNICE MAYFIELD: I don’t know the process…. they called it Griffin-Penn.  Okay, 
and a lot of changes have gone on since that time.  They call it Griffin-Penn and they 
made it, they started out… they used part of Penn and since Griffin was adjoining to 
Penn, they would have classes, some classes, they would go in to Penn, and others 
would be in the Griffin.  And then they turned Griffin into a magnet school I think, or 
something of that nature. (clears throat), But I was not involved in the process (laughs).  
So, the thing about, you can speak out and speak up for certain things and they don’t 
get changed, but then you have to accept the change. (chuckles)  So that’s what 
happened.  No, I didn’t want William Penn, and we’ve gone as class of ’54 and toured 
Penn, and reminisced on things that happened, we’d go “ooh this is Ms. so and so’s 
room, this is Ms. so,” but they’ve made changes now, and… I don’t know whether. I’ve 
sent all of my things to… I kept a big notebook, and memorabilia of William Penn but I 
donated it to Miss Rosetta’s museum.  I have pictures of when I was in the National 
Honors Society, of the, when we were inducted.  I have pictures of the teachers. It’s all 
over there at the Miss Rosetta museum, and… we had a paper called Students Penn, 
that we published.  I was one of the typists… I don’t know how often it came out.  But it 
was, I forgot how often it came out but I had several.  But all of that stuff I donated to 
Julius Clark’s Miss Rosetta’s museum, and it’s over there.  And the class of ’54 we 
would meet every year, we’d have something.  And I have pictures of that, but that’s 
over there too.  It’s about William Penn, and it’s a lot a memorabilia there… and I wish I 
had something here; and I’m trying to think, I don’t know.  I gave it all over there.  I just, I 
donated it, all, It’s about William Penn. 
 
MADISON HOMAN: Well, I think I’m pretty much running out of questions to ask you, 
and you’ve given me a lot. Do you have anything else that you want to share? Was 
there a question that you thought I would ask that I didn’t? 
 
BERENICE MAYFIELD: No, I didn’t have a question in mind that you would ask that you 
didn’t ask. I was just going with the flow, letting you ask the questions and me answer 
them the best that I could. 
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MADISON HOMAH: Thank you, I really appreciate it. I hope we can take it and use it as 
soon as we can.  
 
Berenice Mayfield: Well I hope you can. Have you all visited Miss Rosetta’s museum? 
 
MADISON HOMAN: Not as a class, no. 
 
BERENICE MAYFIELD: Oh. I would suggest that you visit there because he has a 
uniform that the William Penn band used to have. He has it dressed on a mannequin, 
William Penn band uniform. He has some other stuff over there of William Penn, but he 
has all of my stuff. Of William Penn, of Class of ’54. Well, he has it all over there, so if 
you want to go over and see, ‘cause I also donated my husband’s work to them. Did I 
keep one thing? I didn’t keep anything… 
 
MADISON HOMAN: Well thank you, I’ll definitely go check it out. 
 
BERENCIE MAYFIELD: OK.    


